140              DEBATE ON TRADE AN"D NAVIGATION.      [MAY 20.

When the house met again, the said secretary presented
copies of all complaints made since the war began, to the
commissioners of the admiralty, against, or relating to com-
manders leaving the trade under their convoy, or their sta-
tions, or for impressing seamen out of outward-]bound ships
after clearance, or homeward-bound before they reached
their port, or for other misbehaviour, or injury done by them
to trade, with an account of what has been done thereupon.

These papers, including the complaints and the orders
given thereupon, which are much the greater part, with
justifications from the commanders, were in number forty;
but we ought not to omit that amongst them there is a re-
presentation of the Portugal merchants in favour of one
commander, captain Ambrose, who had taken several of
the enemy's privateers.

On the thirty-third day of sitting were presented, fiom
the office for the sick and wounded seamen, copies of the re-
turns from such persons as have been empowered to pay his
majesty's bounty to the British subjects, prisoners in the
ports of Spain, distinguishing the number of men paid each
month, and what ships they belonged to, and when taken.

Also an account of the number of men who have been
put sick on shore from his majesty's ships, into the hospi-
tals last year, distinguishing how many died, and how many
were returned to the ships, or run away, or were other-
wise disposed of.

Which papers were referred to the said committee, and
the house went into it, heard farther evidence, and the
chairman desired leave to sit again.

Accordingly they proceeded on this affair the thirty-fifth
day, and heard farther evidence*

On the thirty-seventh day more papers were laid before
the house, being three several orders issued by the adnjiralty
to the commanders of his majesty's sKips in the ports of
Portugal, or such as shall have occasion to put into the
said ports; also an estimate1 of the debt of the navy; which
were referred to the said committee, and the house went
into it, and came to several resolutions, which were reported
the next day, and are as follow,